MANIFESTO ON LIBERALISM IN ANDORRA

This document sums up the working hypotheses put forward in previous congresses in agreement with the spirit of modern European liberalism and in harmony with the Liberal Manifesto approved by the 48th Congress of the Liberal International held at Oxford in November 1997, from which it copies the more significant paragraphs and those most directly applicable to Andorra. 

Once it has been rounded off, this document will define the lines of political action of the Liberal Party of Andorra in various contexts.

LIBERAL VALUES

As already stated in the liberal manifesto of April 1947, we believe that freedom and responsibility are the bases for a civilized society; that the state is only an instrument in the service of citizens; that any state action must be subject to the rule of law and that those carrying it out must submit to the examination of civil society; that constitutional freedom is based on the principle of the separation of powers; that justice requires that in any criminal case the accused should have the right to a speedy public trial free from any political influence. But the manifesto also said - and we reaffirm this - that rights and obligations go together and that all citizens have a moral responsibility towards other members of society.

Freedom, responsibility, tolerance, social justice and the equality of opportunity are the central values of liberalism and the principles on which an open society must be built. These principles require a careful balance between solid civil societies, democratic governments, free markets and international co-operation.

We, the young andorran liberals, believe that the conditions for individual freedoms include a constitutional state, access to a various and complete education for all, an efficient public health service, freedoms of expression, association and access to information, equality of rights and opportunities for women and men, tolerance for diversity and social inclusion, promotion of private initiative and work opportunities.

We believe that civil society and constitutional democracy are the most equitable and stable basis for political order. Civil society consists of free citizens who live in an established legal framework with their individual rights guaranteed and with public power limited and subject to the democratic scrutiny of society.

EXTREMIST IDEOLOGIES COME TOGETHER 

At present the ideological differences between old, outmoded socialist state planning and tired ultra-conservatism have been giving ground to an ever decreasing margin of differences. Governments elected as social democrats are applying policies hitherto promoted only by liberal or even conservative options, while on the other hand clearly conservative governments are applying social policies which were before claimed as a sort of left wing exclusive.

We are also witnessing - particularly in Andorra - the proclamation of so-called "progressive" options presented as a contrast to us liberals. This undue appropriation of the concept of progress - despite the fact that it deceives only those who have convinced themselves - is particularly absurd in Andorra where the law few years have seen the growth of a real general and social progress thanks to the fact that liberal governments have managed to maintain stability and have combined general and parish desires without falling into those repeated crises which were always based on personality clashes. This stability, which was in such a poor state at the beginning of the nineties, has made possible the policy of real progress carried out by the Government and the General Council, at first as a minority and then with the support of a broad majority voted in by the electors.

LIBERAL IDEAS AND THE POLITICAL CENTRE 

A neutral observer may consider equally odd the present anxiety of certain options now taking form to wear a supposedly moderate centre coat and even to adopt the sign "liberal".

Our mother party anchored in the ancestral tradition of progress which has included the most important social advances made in this country from the 1866 reform to women's suffrage and the 1993 Constitution, defend the right of everyone to life, freedom and plural ownership as basic and inalienable individual rights. For us, liberalism is the complex of ideas and attitudes which democratically defend political and economic freedom and which at the same time strive for social progress and personal responsibility derived from personal rights. This brief definition of liberal theory coincides with the practice which the Government and the liberal majority in the General Council  illustrate on a daily basis with their will for democracy and reforms and is reflected in the draft laws which they have been drawing up for the last five years.

Modern liberal theses, shared by a majority of Andorrans, place the liberals naturally at a point of political balance which is so necessary to consolidate our constitutional state and to fit Andorra into 21st century Europe without traumas. We, the young andorran liberals, occupy this political space made up of balance and tolerance. We occupy the centre of Andorran politics. A way of being a reformer which is in harmony with the majority of citizens, a balanced political space which is much more than a central option strategically adopted for merely electoral criteria.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The challenges we shall be facing in the next few years are basically:

· To build on the bases we have already attained.

· To extend democratic principles.

· To profit from the forces of change to consolidate the development of an open society such as ours.

Among other things, these challenges include:

EDUCATION, THE GUARANTEE OF THE FUTURE 

Among many other things, this consists in the crucial importance of tolerance prevailing through education and teaching how to live together in a civilized, cohesive society. The effort in ongoing training, new technologies, in granting university access from Andorra with Virtual Studies, must continue to be extended to produce even more results in the future.

A NEW CONTRACT BETWEEN THE GENERATIONS

With regard to the environment, a new system of values which recognizes that nature is an organic whole and that we are only responsible for preserving it must be inculcated in our consciences from primary school onwards.

We admit that governments - even that of Andorra - as the trustees of society, face tensions arising out of immediate pressures between demand and consumption and also out of the long term interests of the community and the environment. We want a new contract between generations to recognize the benefits which today's citizens and consumers have received from previous investments; that the responsibility should be considered for maintaining and renewing today's environment, the cultural heritage, public goods and social capital of future generations.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS

We welcome the economic and social opportunities arising out of new technologies and scientific innovation but we also recognize the need to control the use made of them in view of their possible impact and misuse. The basic principle of precaution must be applied and local regulations provided for in harmony with international regulations. We also welcome with satisfaction the communications revolutions which offers new opportunities to promote individual creativity, decentralization, autonomy and initiative. We, the young andorran liberals, insist on the need for various channels of communications provided by free competition on the market. Information networks and other communications structures must be widely accessible and have open systems for producers, consumers and bodies of public interest.

IMPROVING DEMOCRACY

One of the ideas most supported by European liberals is the principle of subsidiary function which requires that maximum autonomy should be granted to regional and local communities. The decentralization of political power to the Comuns and at the same time the co-operation between them and the Government, put in place by the Liberal government and to which new goals are being added, is the best way of bringing citizens closer to the taking of political decisions and giving power to each and every citizen. In this way the high proportion of direct participation in politics which characterize and distinguish Andorran society will be maintained in the face of the growing and dramatic electoral disenchantment to be found in so many democratic states.

At the dawn of the 21st century we, as liberals, undertake to work together to face these basic challenges and all the others arising out of them.
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